
Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy 
REVIEW ASSIGNMENT 

 
Task: Using what you’ve reviewed in Unit 1 on Khan Academy, the 2020 AP National 
Exam Review PowerPoint slides (on my teacher webpage under the AP Government tab at the 
bottom of the page),  your textbook and your review book, and any online resource of your 
choice, answer the following questions for review. Some of the answers will not be 
found directly in your resources, and may take some thought in order to respond. This is 
purposeful in order to get you thinking for the exam! Place your answers into a separate 
Google Doc. and share it with me upon completion (kwelgoss@wscschools.org). Due: 
Friday, May 1st 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. The U.S. Government is based on the ideas of limited government (including 
natural rights, popular sovereignty, republicanism, and social contract). Using 
your textbook or online resources, define the following: 

● Limited government 
● Natural rights 
● Popular sovereignty 
● Republicanism 
● Social contract 

2. How does the Declaration of Independence reflect popular sovereignty? 
3. Identify and describe 3 types of representative democracy? 
4. Explain how the Federalist views on central government and democracy are 

reflected in Federalist No. 10. 
5. Explain how the Anti-Federalist views on central government and democracy are 

reflected in Brutus 1.  
6. Describe what specific incidents highlighted the key weaknesses of the Articles 

of Confederation? 
7. The following compromises were made when ratifying the Constitution. Describe 

how each of the following was a compromise: 
● Great (Connecticut Compromise 
● Electoral College 
● Three-Fifths Compromise 
● Compromise on the importation of slaves 

8.  In what TWO ways can an amendment be proposed? 
9. What is the ONLY WAY an amendment can be ratified (added to the 

Constitution)? 
10.Explain the constitutional principles of separation of powers and checks and 

balances. 
11.Describe what Madison was saying in Federalist 51. 
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12.Describe three examples of checks and balances. 
13.What is federalism? 
14.Federalism is constantly changing with the times. However, there are certain 

areas where the national government and state government have maintained 
exclusive control.  

a. In what areas does the national government maintain control?  
b. In what areas do the states maintain control? 

15.What powers do the national and state governments hold concurrently? 
16.What is a categorical grant? A block grant? Which do states prefer? 
17.What is devolution? 
18.Describe what the 10th Amendment provides. 
19.  Explain how the balance of power between national and state governments has 

been interpreted differently over time. (Use McCulloch v. Maryland and U.S. v. 
Lopez in your answer.) 

20.How do separation of powers and checks and balances, as well as federalism, 
provide multiple access points for stakeholders (citizens)?  


